
W is for Women Weavers
Métis women made sashes by fingerweaving yarn into these long, fringed belts, 

which have become the most traditional piece of Métis clothing.

W si poor lii faam ka ooshtachik lii saenchur flayshii
Lii faam Michif kii ooshihtawuk lii saenchur flayshii avik la lenn aen kinwaaki, pi lii sayncheur aan 

fraansh aen miyeunakwuk tapishkoot li bitaen di Michif kayash ooshchi.
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W is for Women Weavers
Métis women made sashes by fingerweaving yarn into long, fringed belts, which have 
become the most traditional piece of Métis clothing.

W si poor lii faam ka ooshtachik lii saenchur flayshii
Lii faam Michif kii ooshihtawuk lii saenchur flaysshii avik la lenn aen kinwaaki, pi lii 
sayncheur aan fraansh aen miyeunakwuk tapishkoot li bitaen di Michif kayash ooshchi.

Since the late 1700s, the sash has been very important to Métis identity. The Métis adopted the sash 
from their French-Canadian ancestors. Métis fingerweaving is based on both First Nations and European 
traditions. Fingerweaving techniques were mostly of First Nations origin, while the wool used to make 
the sashes was European. In the past, Métis women wove sashes using a great deal of skill and creativity. 
They made them not only for their male relatives, but also for other people in the community. Métis women 
often used complex patterns and designs to create unique sashes. Over time, many different patterns 
were developed resulting in sashes of all kinds of colours and designs. These hand-woven sashes often 
took days to manufacture. They are stronger and are of a much better quality than today’s machine-made 
sashes. Fingerweaving almost became a lost art. Dedicated Métis women and men are reviving this art form, 
passing it on to future generations.
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